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FROM  LINCOLN  TO  TAFT 

1854=1908 


THE  REPUBLICAN  PARTY 

A  RECORD  OF  OVER  FIFTY  YEARS 


Charles  Emory  Smith 

Ex- Postmaster    General,  and    Editor  of    the 
Philadelphia  Press,  to  1904  and  ampli- 
fied by  the  Publishers, 

It  is  about  fifty  years  since  the 
famous  debates  between  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  Stephen  A  Douglas  in 
Illinois,  which  did  more  than  any- 
thing else  to  establish  the  form  and 
state  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
Party.  The  story  of  this  half  cen- 
tury is  the  eventful  history  of  the 
United  States  during  the  greatest 
period  of  its  existence.  Through 
most  of  these  fifty  years  that  party 
has  controlled  and  governed  the 
country,  and  the  advance  of  the  one 
has  been  the  glory  of  the  other. 

Republicanism  had  its  birth  in  the 
uprising  of  the  national  conscience 
against  the  evil  of  slavery.  When 
the  government  was  founded  the 
fathers  believed  that  slavery  was  in 
process  of  gradual  extinction.  But 
the  development  and  profit  of  cotton 
culture  changed  the  ideas  of  the 
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South  and  the  Southern  leaders  be- 
gan to  work  for  the  perpetuation  and 
extension  of  the  slave  system. 

They  saw  that  to  accomplish  this 
result  slavery  must  have  as  much 
political  power  as  freedom.  In  order 
to  counterbalance  the  growth  of  Free 
States  they  must  provide  for  more 
Slave  States.  For  this  reason,  with 
the  help  of  Northern  Democrats,  they 
repealed  the  Missouri  Compromise  of 
1820  which  limited  the  area  of  slav- 
ery to  the  territory  south  of  36  de- 
grees 30  minutes,  and  entered  on  a 
struggle  to  fasten  slavery  on  Kansas 
and  Nebraska. 

This  was  undertaken  in  1854.  For 
a  short  period  previous  there  had 
been  political  tranquillity.  The  coun- 
try had  been  lulled  into  repose  by  the 
compromise  measures  of  1850.  It 
was  still  divided  between  the  old 
Whig  and  Democratic  parties.  In 
1852  Franklin  Pierce,  the  Demo- 
cratic candidate,  was  elected  Presi- 
dent over  General  Scott,  the  Whig 
candidate,  by  an  overwhelming  vote. 
But  the  storm  soon  broke  loose.  The 
South  was  intent  on  more  slave  ter- 
ritory. Stephen  A.  Douglas,  the 
Democratic  leader  of  the  North,  on 
the  plea  of  popular  sovereignty, 
struck  hands  with  the  South  to  throw 
open  the  vast  territory  west  and 
north  of  Missouri  to  the  inroads  of 


slavery.  The  Kansas-Nebraska  bill, 
which  repealed  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise and  opened  the  way  to  this 
extension,  was  passed  in  May,  1854. 

Instantly  the  people  of  the  North 
were  aflame  with  indignation.  The 
Missouri  Compromise  had  been  held 
as  sacred  asi  the  Constitution.  Its 
overthrow  aroused  the  moral  sense 
of  the  Nation.  The  agitation  spread 
like  a  prairie  fire.  The  movement 
was  too  sudden  and  swift  for  gen- 
eral organization,  but  under  the 
name  of  "anti-Nebraska"  men  the  op- 
ponents of  slavery  extension  acted 
in  unison  throughout  the  North. 
Men  of  conscience  from  both  the  old 
parties  were  drawn  together.  The 
Whig  party  was  dissolved.  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  the  anti-slavery  leader 
of  Illinois,  took  the  stump  against 
Douglas,  and  the  old  Whig  chiefs  and 
some  conspicuous  anti-slavery  Demo- 
crats put  themselves  at  the  head  of 
the  enkindled  popular  sentiment. 

Soon  the  name  of  "Republican" 
was  adopted  in  some  localities.  The 
honor  of  choosing  it  is  variously  as- 
cribed to  different  leaders.  The  first 
distinctive  convention,  which  called 
itself  Republican,  was  held  at  Jack- 
son, Michigan,  on  July  6th,  1854,  and 
the  "anti-Nebra(:ka"  men  and  Repub- 
licans together  swept  the  Congres- 
sional elections  of  that  year  and  car- 
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riecl  a  decided  majority  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.  By  the  time 
Congress  met  the  name  had  won  gen- 
eral acceptance,  and  the  Republican 
party  was  fairly  launched  on  its  great 
career. 

REPUBLICAN  CHRONOLOGY 
1854 

Events  Which  Led  to  the  Birth^ 
of  the   Party. 

March. — Th  e  bill  organizing  the 
territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska 
without  the  anti-slavery  restrictions 
prescribed  by  the  "Missouri  Com- 
promise," which  prohibited  the  evil 
north  of  36  degrees  thirty  minutes, 
passes  the  United  States  Senate. 

May. — Kansas-Nebraska  bill  passes 
the  House  of  Representatives  after 
a  bitter  struggle,  and  is  approved  by 
the  Democratic  President. 

June. — Beginning  of  a  great  politi- 
cal uprising  against  this  wrong  in  all 
the  Northern  States.  Abraham  Lin- 
coln in  Illinois,  and  Sumner,  Seward, 
Chase,  Giddings,  Lovejoy  and  other 
leaders  actively  engage  in  the  Con- 
gressional canvass  against  slavery  ex- 
tension. A  hot  campaign  extends 
through  the   summer  and  fall. 

November. — "Anti-Nebraska"  and 
Republican  candidates  elected 
throughout  the  North,  making  a 
strong  majority  of  Congress. 
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1855 

March. — A.  H.  Reeder,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who  had  been  appointed 
Governor  of  Kansas  by  President 
Pierce,  calls  an  election  for  members 
of  the  territorial  legislature.  Polls 
seized  by  armed  Missourians,  who 
cast  three-fourths  of  all  the  votes. 

April.  —  Governor  Reeder's  life 
threatened  for  denouncing  outrages 
on  the  ballot.  He  replies — "Gentle- 
men, two  or  three  of  you  can  assas- 
sinate me,  but  a  legion  cannot  compel 
me  to  do  that  which  my  conscience 
does  not  approve." 

June. — B.  F.  Stringfellow  enters 
Reeder's  office  and  brutally  attacks 
him.  Reeder  removed  by  the  Demo- 
cratic administration  at  Washington. 
Governor  Shannon  follows  and  be- 
gins by  declaring  valid  all  acts  of  the 
pro-slavery  legislature.  Assault,  rob- 
bery, incendiarism  and  assassination 
develop  into  civil  war,  giving  the  un- 
fortunate territory  the  not  inapt 
name  of  "Bleeding  Kansas." 

October. — Free  State  men  meet  in 
convention  at  Topeka  and  adopt  a 
constitution  under  which  they  apply 
for  admission  to  the  Union. 

1856 

The  First  Republican   Congress. 
January. — Federal   troops    sent   to 
Kansas   by    President    Pierce   to    en-     • 
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force  the  laws  of  the  pro-slavery 
legislature. 

February. — After  a  contest  of  two 
months  N.  P.  Banks,  Jr.,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Republican,  elected  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  giv- 
ing the  organization  of  the  'lower 
branch  of  Congress  to  the  "anti- 
Nebraska"    men. 

First  national  Republican  conven- 
tion meets  at  Pittsburg.  Nominating 
convention  called  to  meet  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

May. — Charles  Sumner,  the  great 
Republican  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, beaten  over  the  head  with  a 
cane  in  the  Senate  chamber  by  Con- 
gressman Preston  S.  Brooks,  of 
South  Carolina. 

June.  —  Democratic  convention 
meets  at  Cincinnati  and  nominates 
James  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  John  C.  Breckinridge,  of  Ken- 
tucky, for  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent. Republican  convention  meets 
in  Philadelphia,  denounces  the  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  Compromise  and  the 
extension  of  slavery  into  free  terri- 
tory, and  nominates  General  John  C. 
Fremont,  the  "Pathfinder"  of  the 
West,  for  President,  and  William  L. 
Dayton,  of  New  Jersey,  for  Vice- 
President. 

November. — On  a  platform  of  "Free 
Soil,  Free  Speech,  Free  Labor,  Free 
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Men  and  Fremont,"  the  Republicans 
poll  1,340,618  votes  for  their  candidate 
in  the  Free  States,  against  1,224,750 
for  Buchanan,  and  carry  New  York, 
Ohio,  Massachusetts,  Iowa  Connecti- 
cut, Maine,  Michigan,  Wisconsin, 
Vermont,  New  Hampshire  and  Rhode 
Island.  Buchanan's  vote  is  swelled 
to  1,834,337  by  Slave  States  and  he 
is  elected.  The  Democrats  carry  a 
majority  of  Congress. 

1857 

The  Democratic  Low  Tariff  and 
Panic.     Dred  Scott  Decision. 

February.  —  Congress  passes  the 
"Tariff  of  1857,"  the  lowest  since 
1816.  A  financial  panic  of  great 
severity   follows. 

March. — Buchanan  inaugurated  as 
President  and  makes  a  Cabinet  in 
which  Howell  Cobb,  John  B.  Floyd 
and  other  Southern  leaders  are  con- 
spicuous. The  Supreme  Court  in  the 
famous  case  of  Dred  Scott  declares 
that  slaves  are  not  persons  in  the 
meaning  of  the  law,  but  things  and 
chattels,  that  the  Missouri  Compro- 
mise was  unconstitutional  and  that  a 
slaveholder  may  carry  his  human 
property  with  him  into  any  State  or 
Territory.  This  decision  intensifies 
the  rising  anti-slavery  sentiment. 

September. — Convention  meets  at 
Lecompton    to    frame    a    constitution 
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for  Kansas.  As  it  was  called  by  a 
"Bogus  Legislature''  Free  State  men 
refuse  to  participate  in  the  election. 
A  pro-slavery  constitution  adopted. 

December.  —  The  35th  Congress 
meets,  with  a  Democratic  majority. 

1353 

Lincoln's  Great  Debate  with 
Douglas. 

April. — Unsuccessful  attempt  in 
Congress  to  admit  Kansas  as  a  slave 
State  under  the  Lecompton  Constitu- 
tion, so-called  because  it  was  adopted 
by  slavery  men  at  Lecompton. 
Douglas,  though  joining  in  the  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  Compromise,  com- 
pelled to  become   anti-Lecompton. 

May. — Minnesota  admitted  to  the 
Union. 

June. — Abraham  Lincoln  utters  his 
famous  words :  "A  house  divided 
against  itself  cannot  stand.  This 
government  cannot  endure  perma- 
nently half  slave  and  half  free."  Be- 
ginning of  his  famous  joint  debates 
with  Stephen  A.  Dous-las  in  the  con- 
test for  the  United  States  Senator- 
ship  of  Illinois,  in  which  Lincoln  lost 
the  Senatorship  by  a  narrow  margin, 
but  made  such  an  imoression  that  it 
led  to  his  nomination  for  the  Presi- 
dency two  years   later. 

October. — William  H.  Seward  de- 
clares that  the  country  is  face  to  face 


with  an  "irrepressible  conflict."  Gold 
discovered  in  Colorado  and  silver  in 
Nevada. 

November. — The  Republicans  elect 
a  plurality  of  the  36th  Congress. 

1859 

February. — Oregon  admitted  to  the 
Union.  House  of  Representatives 
passes  Galusha  A.  Grow's  Home- 
stead Bill  allowing  any  citizen  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age  and  the  head  of  a 
family  to  purchase  160  acres  of  land 
at  $1.25  per  acre.  Postponement  of 
the  bill  by  the  Democratic  Senate,, 
the  slave  power  fearing  that  it  will 
encourage  immigration  to  the  North- 
west and  increase  Free  State  pre- 
ponderance. 

July. — Free  State  men  of  Kansas 
prepare  that  territory  for  Statehood 
under  a  constitution  framed  at 
Wyandotte. 

October. —  John  Brown,  who  had 
come  from  Kansas  to  Harper's  Ferry, 
Va.,  attempts  to  organize  an  insur- 
rection among  the  slaves  in  the 
South.  In  seizing  a  United  States 
arsenal  several  of  his  retainers  are 
shot  and  Brown  himself  is  tried  and 
hanged  under  the  laws  of  Virginia. 

December. — The  .-^6th  Congress  or- 
ganizes with  William  Pennington, 
Republican,   as   Speaker. 
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1860 

The  First  Republican  Presidential 
Victory. 

April. — Democratic  National  Con- 
vention meets  at  Charleston,  i  S.  C„ 
and  without  making  any  nomination 
the  party  splits  into  Northern  and 
Southern  wings. 

May. — Republicans  meet  in  Chi- 
cago and  adopt  a  platform  viewing 
with  abhorrence  suggested  schemes 
for  disunion  in  the  South,  where  sen- 
timent in  favor  of  secession  had  been 
growing,  and  declaring  that  such 
threats  could  be  regarded  only  as 
''an  avowal  of  contemplated  treason, 
which  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  an 
indignant  people  sternly  to  rebuke 
and  forever  silence."  Opposition  to 
the  extension  of  slavery  is  again  de- 
clared. Abraham  Lincoln,  of  Illi- 
nois, nominated  for  President  over 
William  H.  Seward,  and'  Hannibal 
Hamlin,  of  Maine,  named  for  Vice- 
President. 

June. — The  Grow  Homestead  Bill 
passes  both  Houses  of  Congress,  but 
is  vetoed  by  President  Buchanan. 
Northern  Democrats  meet  at  Balti- 
more and  nominate  Stephen  A. 
Douglas,  of  Illinois,  for  President  on 
a  Popular  Sovereignty  platform. 
Southern  Democrats  meet  in  Balti- 
more and  nominate  John  C.  Breck- 
inridge, of  Kentucky,  for  President. 
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November. — Lincoln  is  elected,  re- 
ceiving 180  electoral  votes  against  72 
for  Breckinridge ;  39  for  Bell,  Con- 
stitutional Union  candidate,  and  12 
for  Douglas,  carrying  every  North- 
ern State  except  New  Jersey,  which 
he  divides  with  Douglas. 

December. — Federal  officials  resign 
in  the  South  and  South  Carolina 
adopts  Ordinance  of  Secession. 

1861 

Secession  and  Civil  War. 

January. — Georgia,  Alabama,  Flor- 
ida, Mississippi,  Louisiana  and  Tex- 
as follow  South  Carolina  and  secede 
from  the  Union. 

February.  —  Peace  Congress  at 
Washington  called  at  the  request  of 
the  Virginia  Legislature.  Confeder- 
ate States  of  America  form  a  gov- 
ernment at  Montgomery,  Ala.,  and 
elect  Jefferson  Davis  President. 
Congress  passes  the  Morrill  Protec- 
tive Tariff  Bill.  Kansas  admitted  to 
the  Union  as  a  free   State. 

March.  —  Lincoln  inaugurated 
President  of  the  United   States. 

April. — Fort  Sumter  fired  unon  by 
Confederate  troops,  the  signal  for  the 
beginning  of  the  great  Civil  War. 
Eleven  States  in  the  Confederacy — - 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee 
and  Arkansas  joining  the  seven 
which  had  previously  seceded. 
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May. — Great  Britain  recognizes  the 
Confederate  States  as  belligerents. 

July. — Union  disaster  at  Bull  Run 
impresses  the  North  with  the  seri- 
ousness and  gravity  of  the  war.  Con- 
gress in  extra  session  supports  the 
President  in  closing  the  Southern 
ports,  authorizes  loans  and  a  call  for 
500,000  volunteers. 

1862 

The  First  Pacific  Railroad  Pro 
vided  For.     Greenbacks. 

January. — Congress  passes  a  bill 
providing  for  the  construction  of  a 
Pacific  Railway  and  a  favorite  Re- 
publican measure,  which  had  ap- 
peared in  earlier  Congresses,  donat- 
ing public  lands  to  States  for  the 
benefit  of  agricultural  colleges.  The 
Homestead  Bill,  which  Buchanan  had 
vetoed,  granting  homesteads  to  actual 
settlers  for  a  nominal  price,  again 
passes  and  becomes  a  law,  thus  open- 
ing the  way  for  the  vast  material  de- 
velopment of  the  West  and  North- 
west. 

February. — A  large  issue  of  Green- 
backs is  authorized  as  a  means  of 
raising  money  to  prosecute  the  war. 

April. — New  Orleans  surrenders  to 
Farragut  and  the  fleet  sails  up  the 
Mississippi  River.  Slavery  abolished 
in  District  of  Columbia. 

Septemb  e  r. — President  Lincoln 
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warns  the  Confederate  States  that  he 
will  emancipate  the  slaves  on  New 
Year's  day,  1863,  if  they  do  not  re- 
turn to  the  Union  at  once. 

December. — West  Virginia,  organ- 
ized from  the  loyal  counties  of  Vir- 
ginia, admitted  to  the  Union  as  a 
State. 

1863 

The  Emancipation  of  Four  Million 
Slaves. 

January. — On  January  1  Lincoln 
issues  his  great  Emancipation  Pro- 
clamation, striking  the  shackles  from 
four  million  slaves. 

February. — Sweeping  conscription 
act  passes  Congress  and  later  in  the 
year  leads  to  the  New  York  Draft 
Riots.  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  sus- 
pended to  facilitate  proceedings 
against  Disloyalists  and  prevent  trea- 
sonable acts. 

July. — General  Lee,  who  had  un- 
dertaken an  invasion  of  Pennsylvania 
with  a  large  body  of  Confederate 
troops,  meets  General  Meade  in 
command  of  the  Northern  armies  at 
Gettysburg,  where,  after  a  three  days' 
battle,  he  is  repulsed.  In  the  West 
Grant  besieges  Vicksburg  and  com- 
pels the  place  to  surrender  with  32,- 
000  men,  and  the  Mississippi  again 
goes  "unvexed  to  the  sea." 
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1864 

Creation    of    National    Banks. 

February. — The  National  Banking 
Act  passes  Congress  and  a  system  of 
national  banks  is  thereby  created  to 
take  the  place  of  the  State  banks,  a 
measure  intended  as  a  method  of 
floating  more  government  bonds  and 
of  establishing  a  national  currency. 

March. — General  Ulysses  S.  Grant 
called  to  command  of  all  the  Union 
armies  with  rank  of  Lieutenant- 
General. 

April. — Fugitive  Slave  Law  of  1850 
repealed. 

June. — Republican  National  Con- 
vention meets  at  Baltimore  and  re- 
nominates Abraham  Lincoln.  An- 
drew Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  nomin- 
ated   for   Vice-President. 

August. — Democrats  at  Chicago 
nominate  General  George  B.  Mc- 
Clellan,  of  New  Jersey,  and  George 
H.  Pendleton,  of  Ohio,  for  President 
and  Vice-President  on  a  platform 
declaring  that  the  war  is  a  failure. 

September. — G  r  e  a  t  victories  of 
Sherman  and  Sheridan.  Sherman 
begins  his  march  to  the  sea. 

October. — Nevada  admitted  to  the 
Union. 

November. — Lincoln  and  Johnson 
elected,  carrying  all  the  States  not  in 
rebellion,  except  New  Jersey,  Ken- 
tucky and  Delaware. 

14 


1865 

Lee's  Surrender  and  Lincoln's  As- 
sassination. 

March. — Lincoln  inaugurated  the 
second  time  in   Washington. 

April. — Lee  surrenders  his  army  to 
Grant  at  Appomattox  Court  House, 
Va.  (April  9).  Lincoln  assassinated 
by  John  Wilkes  Booth  while  occupy- 
ing a  box  at  a  theatre  in  Washington 
(April  14),  Vice-President  Andrew 
Johnson  succeeding  to  the  Presi- 
dency. General  Johnston  surrenders 
his  large  Confederate  army  to  Sher- 
man   (April  26). 

May. — General  surrender  of  the 
Confederate  forces.  Grant's  and 
Sherman's  armies,  numbering  150,000 
men,  reviewed  in  grand  parade  in 
Washington.  End  of  a  war  in  which 
nearly  3,000,000  men  were  enlisted 
on  the  Union  side  and  by  which  the 
national  debt  was  increased  to 
$2,750,000,000. 

December. — Thirteenth  Amendment 
to  the  Constitution,  forever  pro- 
hibiting slavery  on  American  soil, 
goes  into  force. 

1866 

Rupture  Between  Johnson  and  the 

Republicans. 

February. — Bill     passes     Congress 

for    organizing    the    Freedmen's    Bu- 
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reau  to  assist  emancipated  negroes 
at  the  South,  hut  is  vetoed  by  Presi- 
dent  Johnson. 

March.— Civil  Rights  Bill,  for 
making  negroes  citizens,  passes  Con- 
gress, is  vetoed  by  the  President,  but 
is  passed  over  the  veto. 

July.  —  Second  Freedmen's  Bill 
passes  Congress  over  the  veto.  Open 
rupture  between  the  President  and 
the  Republican  majority  in  Congress. 
Tennessee  readmitted  to  the  Union. 
First  Atlantic  cable  laid  after  several 
unsuccessful   attempts. 

1867 

February. — Nebraska  admitted  to 
the  Union  over  the  President's  veto. 

March. — Bill  "to  provide  efficient 
governments  for  the  insurrectionary 
States,"  the  Congressional  plan  of 
reconstruction,  passes  over  the  veto. 
Alaska,  containing  577, 390  square 
miles  of  teritory,  purchased  from 
Russia  for  $7,200,000. 

August. — Resignation  of  Edwin  M. 
Stanton,  Lincoln's  great  war  secre- 
tary, called  for  by  the  President.  Re- 
fusing to  resign  he  is  suspended  and 
General  Grant  takes  the  place  against 
Stanton's  protests. 
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1868 

Johnson's  Impeachment  and  Ac- 
quital.      Grant   Elected. 

January. — The  Senate  reinstates 
Stanton  as  Secretary  of  War. 

February.  —  House  moves  that 
President  Johnson  be  impeached  for 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 

March. — Beginning  of  the  trial  be- 
fore the  United  States  Senate. 

May. — The  President  acquitted  by 
a  vote  of  35  to  19,  five  Republicans 
voting"  for  acquittal.  Stanton  resigns. 
Republican  National  Convention 
meets  in  Chicago,  nominates  U.  S. 
Grant,  of  Illinois,  for  President,  and 
Schuyler  Colfax,  of  Indiana,  for 
Vice-President,  and  declares  that 
States  in  secession  must  await  the 
will  of  Congress  regarding  their  re- 
instatement in  the  Union. 

June. — Alabama,  Arkansas,  Florida, 
Louisiana,  North  Carolina  and  South 
Carolina  readmitted  to  the  Union. 

July.  —  Fourteenth  Amendment, 
guaranteeing  civil  rights  to  negroes, 
proclaimed  a  part  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  Democrats 
meet  at  New  York,  nominate  Horatio 
Seymour,  of  New  York,  and  Francis 
P.  Blair,  of  Missouri,  for  President 
and  Vice-President,  and  declare  that 
all  Southern  States  should  be  re- 
turned to  their  old  places  at  once. 

November. — Republicans  carry  all 
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Northern  States  except  New  York, 
New  Jersey  and  Oregon.  Grant  and 
Colfax  elected. 

1869 

The  Fifteenth  Amendment 
Adopted. 

February. — Fifteenth  Amendment 
to  enfranchise  the  negroes  adopted 
by  Congress  and  referred  to  the 
States. 

March. — Grant  and  Colfax  inaug- 
urated. James  G.  Blaine  of  Maine, 
elected  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

September. — Treaty  for  the  annex- 
ation of  San  Domingo  negotiated. 
Union  Pacific  Railroad,  connecting- 
Omaha  and  San  Francisco,  completed. 
All  rail  communication  for  the  first 
time  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
coasts. 

December. — Supreme  Court  ren- 
ders its  famous  decision  declaring 
legal  tender  notes  unconstitutional. 

1870 

January. — Virginia  readmitted  to 
the  Union. 

February. — Mississippi  readmitted 
to  the   Union. 

March. — Texas  readmitted  to  the 
Union.  Legal  tender  decision  re- 
versed.    Fifteenth  Amendment,  rati- 
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tied  by  three-fourths  of  the  States, 
goes  into  force. 

JuNE.---Senate  Committee  investi- 
gates the  outrages  perpetrated  by  the 
Kuklux  Klan  in  the   South. 

July. — Georgia  readmitted  to  the 
Union. 

December. — All  States  represented 
in  Congress  for  the  first  time  since 
i860.  President  Grant  in  his  mes- 
sage recommends  the  annexation  of 
San  Domingo  by  a  treaty  which  the 
Senate   refused  to   ratify. 

1871 

March. — Civil  Service  Commission 
created  by  Congress  and  the  reform 
of  the  civil  service  begun. 

April. — So-called  Force  bill  passes 
Congress  for  enforcing  the  provisions 
of  the  Fourteenth  Amendment  in  the 
Southern  States. 

May. — Long  standing  claims  upon 
Great  Britain  for  damages  inflicted 
by  rebel  privateers  secretly  fitted  out 
in  that  country  during  the  war,  and 
ether  points  in  dispute  between  the 
two  governments,  referred  to  arbi- 
tration by  the  Treaty  of  Washington. 

October. — Chicago  partly  destroyed 
by  the  greatest  fire  in  modern  times. 
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1872 

Grant    Re-elected    President. 

January. — Call  for  a  national  con- 
vention of  "Liberals"  or  dissatisfied 
Republicans. 

May. — Liberal  Republican  National 
Convention  meets  at  Chicago  and 
nominates  Horace  Greely,  editor  of 
the  New  York  Tribune,  for  Presi- 
dent, and  B.  Gratz  Brown,  of  Mis- 
souri,   for   Vice-President. 

June. — Republicans  meet  in  Phila- 
delphia and  renominate  President 
Grant.  Henry  Wilson,  of  Massachu- 
setts, nominated  for  Vice-President. 
Democrats  meet  in  Baltimore  and  en- 
dorse the  Liberal  Republican  candi- 
dates, Greely  and  Brown. 

September. — Dispute  about  Ala- 
bama Claims  settled  by  arbitrators 
meeting  at  Geneva,  who  award  dam- 
ages to  the  United  States  of  $15,500,- 
000  in  gold. 

November. — Election  of  Grant  and 
Wilson  by  a  popular  vote  of  3,597,070 
against  2,834,079  for  Greely  and 
Brown,  who  carry  only  five  States. 

1873 

February. — Credit  Mobilier  scan- 
dals lead  to  expulsions  from  the 
House  of  Representatives.  Congress 
passes  the  bill  taking  from  silver  the 
legal  tender  quality. 
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March. — Grant  inaugurated  for  the 
second  time. 

September. — Beginning  of  a  pro- 
longed financial  depression  brought 
on  chiefly  by  the  too  rapid  building 
of  railroads  in  unproductive  wilder- 
nesses. 

1874 

Grant's  Great  Inflation  Veto. 

March. — Death  of  Senator  Sum- 
ner, the  great  Republican  leader  of 
Massachusetts. 

June. — A  dangerous  inflation  bill 
vetoed  by  President  Grant  and  enact- 
ment instead  of  the  Dawes  Com- 
promise Currency  bill. 

September. — Federal  troops  called 
out  in  Louisiana  to  quell  serious  race 
troubles. 

December. — Civil  Service  Reform 
system  abandoned  through  lack  of 
appropriations  by  Congress,  against 
the  recommendations  of  President 
Grant. 

1875 

Specie  Resumption  Act  Passed. 

January. — Congress  passes  an  act 
to  provide  for  the  resumption  of 
specie  payments  on  and  after  January 
i,  1879,  when  United  States  legal 
tender  notes  are  to  be  redeemed  in 
coin. 

December. — Democratic  majority  in 
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the  House  of  Representatives  for  the 
first  time  since  the  war.  M.  C.  Kerr, 
of  Indiana,  elected  Speaker,  soon  be- 
ing succeeded  by  Samuel  J.  Randall, 
of  Pennsylvania. 

1876 

May. — Centennial  exhibition  opens 
in  Philadelphia.  "Greenbackers," 
who  demand  the  repeal  of  the  act 
for  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments, nominate  a  Presidential  candi- 
date. 

June. — Republicans  hold  their  na- 
tional convention  at  Cincinnati. 
Rutherford  B.  Hayes,  of  Ohio,  nom- 
inated for  President  on  the  seventh 
ballot  over  James  G.  Blaine,  of 
Maine.  Unit  rule  broken.  William 
A.  Wheeler,  of  New  York,  nominated 
for  Vice-President.  Democrats  at 
St.  Louis  nominate  Samuel  J.  Tilden, 
of  New  York,  for  President,  and 
Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  of  Indiana, 
for  Vice-President.  Custer  and  his 
troops  massacred  by  the  Sioux  In- 
dians. 

August. — Colorado  admitted  to  the 
Union. 

November. — Democratic  electors 
chosen  in  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Indiana  and  Connecticut,  but  votes  of 
South    Carolina,    Florida,    Louisiana 
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and  Oregon  being  in  dispute  the  re- 
sult of  the  Presidential  contest  is  left 
in  uncertainty. 

1877 

Electoral   Commission.     Hayes 
President. 

January.  —  Electoral  Commission 
appointed  to  decide  the  Presidential 
election — composed  of  five  members 
of  the  House,  five  members  of  the 
Senate  and  five  Justices  of  the  Su- 
preme   Court. 

March. — Doubtful  votes  given  to 
Republicans,  making  185  votes  for 
Hayes  and  184  for  Tilden  (March  2). 
Hayes  inaugurated    (March  4). 

April. — President  orders  Federal 
troops  withdrawn  from  the   South. 

July. — Serious  railroad  riots  in 
Pittsburg  and  in  other  cities. 

November. — Commissioners  at  Hal- 
ifax, appointed  under  the  Treaty  of 
Washington  to  settle  the  fisheries 
question,  award  Great  Britain  $5,500,- 
000  in  gold. 

1878 

The   Financial   Issue   Rising. 

February. — Bland  Silver  Bill  passes 
Congress,  authorizing  coinage  of 
2,000,000  to  4,000,000  silver  dollars 
monthly,  is  vetoed  by  the  President 
and  passed  over  the   veto. 

24 


November. — Greenback  party  polls 
a  large  vote. in  the  State  elections,  in- 
dicating increasing  prominence  for 
the  financial  issue. 

1879 

Specie  Payments  Resumed. 

January. — Specie  payments  for 
United  States  notes  resumed  without 
difficulty,  with  a  resulting  increase  in 
the  value  of  all  outstanding  paper 
money  and  a  revival  of  industry 
inspired  by  confidence  in  public 
honesty. 

March. — Congress  meets  in  extra 
session..  Both  branches  Democratic 
for  the  first  time  since  the  war. 

May. — Bill  authorizing  the  free 
coinage  of  silver  passes  the  House, 
but  fails  in  the  Senate. 

September. — General  Grant's  return 
from  his  notable  two  years'  tour 
around  the  world. 

1830 

Garfield  Elected  President. 
June. — Republican  National  Con- 
vention held  at  Chicago.  Great  con- 
test between  Grant  and  Blaine,  Grant 
being  supported  faithfully  through 
manv  ballots  by  the  "solid  306,"  who 
could  not  be  induced  to  vote  for  any 
other  candidate.  It  being  impossible 
to  nominate  Blaine,  the  anti-Grant 
elements  unite  on  General  James  A, 
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Garfield,  of  Ohio,  on  the  thirty-sixth 
ballot.  Chester  A.  Arthur,  of  New 
York,  nominated  for  Vice-President. 
Democrats  meet  at  Cincinnati  and 
nominate  General  Winfield  S.  Han- 
cock, of  Pennsylvania,  for  President, 
and  William  H.  English,  of  Indiana, 
for  Vice-President. 

November. — Republicans  carry  all 
Northern  States  except  New  Jersey, 
California  and  Nevada.  Garfield  and 
Arthur  receive  214,  and  Hancock  and 
English   155  electoral  votes. 

1831 

Garfield  Assassinated. 

March.  —  Garfield  and  Arthur 
sworn  into  office.  James  G.  Blaine 
appointed   Secretary  of   State. 

July. — Garfield  shot  by  a  dis- 
aooointed  office-seeker,  Guiteau,  at 
a  railwav  station  in  Washington 
(July  2).' 

September. — The  President  dies  of 
his  wound  at  Elberon,  N.  J.  (Sep- 
tember 19V  Vice-President  Arthur 
sworn  into  office  as  President. 

October. — Celebration  at  Yorktown 
of  centenary  of  the  surrender  of 
Lord  Cornwallis. 

December. — Blaine  leaves  the  Cabi- 
net, which  in  a  short  time  is  entirely 
reconstructed. 
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1882 

April. — Congress  passes  a  bill  to 
exclude  Chinese  immigrants  for  ten 
years  as  a  means  of  protecting  Amer- 
ican labor,  especially  on  the  Pacific 
coast,  from  cheap  foreign  competition. 

June. — Commission  of  nine  mem- 
bers appointed  to  report  upon  tariff 
revision,  the  revenues  furnishing  a 
surplus. 

November.  —  Grover     Cleveland, 
Democrat,  elected  Governor  of  New- 
York  over  Charles  J.  Folger,  the  ad-  • 
ministration  candidate. 

1883 

The  Civil  Service  Bill  Passed. 

January.  —  Congress  passes  the 
Pendleton  Civil  Service  Bill  creating 
boards  of  examiners,  the  beginning  of 
a  classified  civil  service. 

March. — A  bill  passes  Congress 
making  moderate  reductions  in  the 
tariff,  obedient  to  recommendations 
of  the  Tariff  Commission. 

December. — John  G.  Carlisle  elected 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, the  House  being  again  Demo- 
cratic. Northern  Pacific  Railway 
completed. 

1884 

Blaine  Defeated.     Cleveland 
Elected. 
March.  —  Democrats     attack     the 
Protective    Tariff    through    the    so- 
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called  Morrison  Horizontal  Reduc- 
tion Bill,  named  for  the  Democratic 
Chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means 
Committee.  It  was  defeated  even  in 
the  Democratic  House,  where  the 
Randall  Democrats  united  with  the 
Republicans  to  attain  that  end. 

June. — Republicans  meet  at  Chi- 
cago and  nominate  James  G.  Blaine 
for  President  and  John  A.  Logan,  of 
Illinois,  for  Vice-President. 

July. — Democrats  meet  in  St.  Louis 
and  declare  for  tariff  reduction. 
Grover  Cleveland,  of  New  York, 
nominated  on  the  second  ballot  for 
President  and  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 
of  Indiana,   for  Vice-President. 

November. — Cleveland  carries  New 
York  by  a  close  vote  and  is  elected  to 
the   Presidency. 

1885 

February. — Congress  passes  a  law 
excluding  foreign  contract  laborers 
from  the  United  States,  to  protect 
American    workin^men. 

March. — Cleveland  inaugurated  as 
President,  the  first  Democratic  Presi- 
dent since  the  war.  In  his  message 
lie  recommends  civil  service  reform 
and  a  lower  tariff. 

July. — Death    of    General    Grant. 

November. — Death  of  Vice-Presi- 
dent Hendricks. 


1886 

January. — Presidential  Succession 
Bill  passes  Congress,  naming  the 
Vice-President  and  Secretaries  of 
Departments  in  the  order  of  their 
establishment  as  his  successors  in 
case  of  disability  or  death. 

April. — Civil  Service  Commission 
fully  organized.  Morrison  Tariff 
Bill,  a  new  measure  attacking  the 
protective  principle,  prepared  in  the 
House,  but  fails  to  receive  considera- 
tion. 

May. — Haymarket  riots  by  An- 
archists in  Chicago. 

1887 

The   Inter-State   Commerce  Act. 

January. — Congress  passes  the 
Inter-State  Commerce  Act  creating 
a  Commission  of  five  members  to 
oversee  the  railroads  and  secure 
uniformity  and  fairness   in   rates. 

September.— Centenary  of  the 
Federal  Constitution  celebrated  in 
Philadelphia. 

December. — President  Cleveland's 
message  develops  the  Democratic 
policy  regarding  Protection  and 
Free  Trade.  He  advocates  the  abo- 
lition of  duties  on  raw  materials, 
particularly  on  wool,  and  a  material 
reduction  in  the  tariff  charges  on 
necessaries  of  life. 
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1888 

Harrison    Elected    President. 

May. — Congress  makes  provision 
for  a   Pan-American   Conference. 

June.; — Democrats  meet  in  St. 
Louis  and  renominate  Cleveland  for 
President,  naming  Allen  G.  Thur- 
man,  of  Ohio,  for  Vice-President. 
Republicans  meet  in  national  con- 
vention at  Chicago.  Several  candi- 
dates for  President',  but  on  the  sev- 
enth ballot  the  choice  falls  to  Benja- 
min Harrison,  of  Indiana.  Levi  P. 
Morton,  of  New  York,  nominated 
for  Vice-President. 

July. — Mills  Bill  embodying  Pres- 
ident Cleveland's  views  on  the  tariff 
question  passes  the  House.  The 
Senate  Finance  Committee  proposes 
a  substitute  measure  for  reducing 
the  national  revenues. 

September. — Congress  passes  a 
new  and  more  stringent  Chinese 
exclusion   law. 

November. — Election  of  Harrison 
and  Morton.  Republicans  carry 
New  York  and  Indiana. 

1889 

The    Pan-American    Congress. 

February. — Department  of  Agri- 
culture established  by  Congress, 
thus  creating  another  Cabinet  offi- 
cer. 
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March. — Harrison  and  Morton 
sworn  into  office.  James  G.  Blaine 
again   becomes   Secretary   of  State. 

October.  —  Pan-American  Con- 
gress, the  favorite  project  of  James 
G.  Blaine,  meets  at  Washington 
with  delegates  present  from  eigh- 
teen American  governments.  Sec- 
retary '  Blaine  elected  president  of 
the  Conference. 

November. — Four  new  States  ad- 
mitted to  the  Union:  North  Dakota. 
South  Dakota,  Washington  and 
Montana. 

December. — Congress  again  Re- 
Diiblican  in  both  branches.  Thomas 
B.  Reed,  of  Maine,  elected  Speaker, 
introduces  and  enforces  new  House 
rules  to  expedite  business,  thus 
arousing  much  acrimonious  though 
brief  lived  criticism. 

1890 

The    Sherman    Silver    Law    and 
McKinley   Tariff. 

May. — Territory  of  Oklahoma  or- 
ganized from  portion  of  the  Indian 
Territory. 

July. — Idaho  and  Wyoming  ad- 
mitted to  the  Union.  Bland  Silver 
Lawr  of  1878  repealed  and  Sherman 
Law  takes  its  place,  requiring  the 
government  to  buy  4,500,000  ounces 
of    silver    monthly    and    issue    notes 
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redeemable  in  gold  or  silver  to  the 
full  value  of  the  bullion. 

September. — Convention  of  Farm- 
ers' Alliance  held  in  Kansas  de- 
manding free  coinage  of  silver,  the 
sub-treasury  system  for  the  loaning 
of  government  funds  to  needy  citi- 
zens,   etc. 

October. — McKinley  Tariri  Bill 
for  the  Protection  of  American  in- 
dustries, named  for  William  Mc- 
Kinley, of  Ohio,  who  in  this  Con- 
gress is  Chairman  of  the  Ways  and 
Means    Committee,   becomes   a   law. 

November. — Reoublicans  lose  Con- 
gress, there  not  being  sufficient  time 
to  explain  the  McKinley  Law  before 
the  people. 

1891 

February. — Reciprocity  treaty 
signed  with  Brazil,  first  of  several 
important  trade  treaties  concluded 
by  Secretary  Blaine. 

March. — Rupture  of  diplomatic 
relations  with  Italy,  owing  to  the 
murder  of  men  declared  to  be  Ital- 
ian subjects  in  riots  in  New  Orleans. 
Vigorous  handling  of  the  subject  by 
Secretary    Blaine. 

October. — Work  begun  by  an 
American  company  upon  the  Nicara- 
gua ship  canal. 

November. — Rapid  growth  of  the 
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Farmers'  or  People's  party  evi- 
denced in  the  State  and  Congres- 
sional elections  owing  chiefly  to 
agricultural  depression  in  the  West. 

1892 

Cleveland  Again  Elected. 

March. — Senate  ratifies  treaty 
with  Great  Britain  on  the  Bering 
Sea   question. 

May. — Congress  passes  the  Geary 
Law  to  exclude  the  Chinese. 

June. — Republicans  meet  at  Min- 
neapolis. President  Harrison  re- 
nominated. Whitelaw  Reid,  of  New 
York  named  for  Vice-President.  A 
platform  adopted  strongly  endorsing 
the  protective  tariff  policy.  Demo- 
cratic convention  at  Chicago.  Grover 
Cleveland  nominated  for  President, 
and  Adlai  E.  Stevenson,  of  Illinois, 
for  Vice-President,  on  a  platform 
endorsing  a  tariff  for  revenue  only. 

July. — People's  party  convention 
at  Omaha.  James  B.  Weaver,  for- 
merly a  Greenbacker,  nominated  for 
President  on  a  socialistic  platform. 

October. — World's  Fair  buildings 
dedicated  at  Chicago. 

November. — Cleveland  and  Steven- 
son elected,  receiving  277  electoral 
votes  against  167  for  the  Republican 
candidates.  Democrats  also  secure 
control  of  both  branches  of  Congress. 
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1893 

January. — Death  of  James  G. 
Blaine  at  Washington. 

February. — Hawaiian  treaty  of  an- 
nexation sent  to  the  Senate,  the  Ha- 
waiians  having  overthrown  their  na- 
tive government. 

March. — Cleveland  and  Stevenson 
sworn  into  office.  Hawaiian  treaty 
recalled  from  the  Senate  and  Presi- 
dent Harri  on's  annexation  policy  re- 
versed. American  flag  hauled  down 
at  Honolulu. 

April. — Sealing  regulations  adopt- 
ed by  Berine  Sea  tribunal  at  Paris. 

May. — Falling  of  the  Reserve  Fund 
for  the  redemotion  of  Treasury  notes 
below  one  hundred  million  dollars, 
the  limit  fixed  by  law.  Opening  of 
the  Columbian  exposition  at  Chicago. 

August. — President  Cleveland  calls 
a  special  session  of  Congress  to  re- 
peal the  silver  purchase  clause  of  the 
Sherman  law.  The  clause  is  repealed 
in  November, 

1894 

The  Wilson  Tariff  Bill. 

January. — President  orders  the 
sale  of  government  bonds  to  increase 
the  pold  reserve. 

April. — Strikes  of  coal  miners, 
marching  "Armies  of  Unemployed" 
and  other  labor  disturbances. 
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June. — Great  railway  riots  in  Ill- 
inois and  other  States  calling  for  in- 
tervention of  Federal  troops. 

July. — Hawaii  proclaimed  an  inde- 
pendent   republic. 

August. — Wilson  bill  reducing  the 
tariff  on  Democratic  and  free  trade 
lines  passes  Congress.  Wool  and 
other  articles  placed  on  the  free  list. 
The  President  refuses  to  sign  the  bill 
and  it  becomes  a  law  without  his  ap- 
proval. 

November. — More  bonds  sold  for 
the  benefit  of  the  gold  reserve.  Over- 
whelming triumph  of  the  Republicans 
in  the  fall  elections. 

1895 

Increasing  the  Debt  in  Time  of 
Peace. 

February. — Another  sale  of  bonds. 

May. — Income  tax  feature  of  the 
Wilson  Law  declared  unconstitu- 
tional by  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court. 

December.  —  President  Cleveland 
lays  before  Congress  correspondence 
with  Great  Britain  in  regard  to  the 
disputed  Venezuelan  boundary  line 
on  the  Guiana  frontier.  England's 
attitude  is  denounced  as  an  attack 
upon  the  Monroe  doctrine,  which  de- 
mands the  interference  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 
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1896 

McKinley  Elected  President. 

January. — President  appoints  a 
commission  of  five  members  to  locate 
the  Venezuelan  boundary  line.  Utah 
admitted  to  the  Union.  More  bonds 
sold  to  replenish  the  Treasury  re- 
serve, making  an  increase  in  the  na- 
tional debt  from  all  sales  of  about 
$262,000,000.  These  transactions 
were  strongly  criticised. 

June. — Republicans  meet  at  St. 
Louis  and  nominate  William  McKin- 
ley, of  Ohio,  for  President,  and  Gar- 
ret A.  Hobart,  of  New  Jersey,  for 
Vice-President.  They  declare  for 
protection  and  "sound  money.1' 

July. — Democratic  convention  at 
Chicago  captured  by  the  Populists. 
W.  J.  Bryan,  of  Nebraska,  nominated 
for  President. 

November. — McKinley  and  Hobart 
elected  by  a  vote  of  271  to  176  in  the 
electoral  college.  By  a  treaty  signed 
at  Washington,  the  Venezuela  dis- 
pute is  referred  for  arbitration  to  a 
commission  of  five  members — two 
named  by  Great  Britain,  one  by  the 
United  States,  one  by  Venezuela,  the 
fifth  to  be  chosen  by  these  four,  or 
in  event  of  disagreement  by  the  King 
of  Sweden. 
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1897 

The  Dingley  Tariff  Bill. 

January. — Treaty  providing  for  ar- 
bitration of  future  disputes  with 
Great  Britain  signed,  but  the  Senate 
later  failed  to  ratify  it. 

March. — McKinley  is  inaugurated 
as  President  and  calls  Congress  to 
meet  at  once  in  special  session  to  in- 
crease the  national  revenues  and  pro- 
tect home  industries. 

July.— Dingley  Tariff  bill,  named 
for  Nelson  Dingley,  Jr.,  of  Maine, 
Republican  Chairman  of  the  Ways 
and  Means  Committee,  becomes  a 
law.  Nicaragua  Canal  Commission 
appointed.  Admiral  Walker,  Chair- 
man. 

September. — Representations  made 
by  the  United  States  in  Madrid  that 
the  United  States  will  not  forever 
continue  to  disregard  the  state  of  af- 
fairs in  Cuba,  where  a  barbarous  war 
has  been  in  progress  since  1894. 

1898 

The  Spanish  War. 

February. — Explosion  of  the  Maine 
while  on  a  friendly  visit  to  Havana. 
Nearly  300  American  sailors  killed 
or  drowned.  A  Court  of  Inquiry 
finds  that  the  catastrophe  was  caused 
by  a   submarine  mine. 

April. — President     McKinley    asks 
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Congress  for  power  to  intervene  and 
put  an  end  to  conditions  in  Cuba, 
which  "can  no  longer  be  endured;" 
Spain  declares  war  on  the  United 
States. 

May. — Admiral  Dewey's  victory 
over  Spanish  vessels  in  Manila  Bay. 

July. — Destruction  of  Spanish  fleet 
at  Santiago.  End  of  the  war,  leaving 
the  United  States  in  possession  of 
Cuba,  Porto  Rico  and  the  Philip- 
pines. 

August. — Hawaiian  Islands  an- 
nexed by  the  United  States. 

1899 

The    New    Island   Possessions. 

February. — Treaty  of  peace  with 
Spain.  That  government  relinquishes 
its  claims  upon  Cuba,  and  cedes 
Porto  Rico  and  the  Philippines  to  the 
United  States  absolutely,  the  latter 
agreeing  to  pay  $20,000,000  as  conso- 
lation money. 

March. — Congress,  in  light  of  the 
lessons  of  the  war,  votes  to  reorgan- 
ize the  army.  Insurrection  of  Fili- 
pinos under  Aguinaldo. 

May. — Conference  at  The  Hague 
meets  at  the  invitation  of  the  Czar 
of  Russia  to  abolish  war  and  substi- 
tute arbitration. 

June. — Isthmian  Canal  Commission 
enlarged  and  instructed  to  survey 
Panama  and  other  possible  routes. 
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October. — Anglo- Venezuelan  Com- 
mission makes  its  report. 

November. — Death  of  Vice-Presi- 
dent Hobart.     . 

1900 

February. — Hay-Pauncefote  treaty 
in  reference  to  the  Isthmian  canal 
signed,  but  fails  of  ratification  in  the 
Senate. 

March. — A  Currency  Act  making 
the  gold  dollar  the  standard  of  value 
passes  Congress.  Secretary  of  State 
Hay  makes  an  "open  door"  agree- 
ment with  European  powers  in  refer- 
ence to   China. 

June. — Republicans  meet  in  Phila- 
delphia and  renominate  President 
McKmley.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  of 
New  York,  named  for  Vice-President. 

July. — Democrats  meet  at  Kansas 
City,  again  nominating  Bryan.  Adlai 
E.  Stevenson,  of  Illinois,  named  for 
Vice-President.  To  free  trade  and 
free  silver,  anti-imperialism  is  added 
as  a  campaign  issue. 

August. — Boxer  uprising  in  China 
and  expedition  to  relieve  the  legations 
in   Pekin. 

November. — McKinley  and   Roose- 
velt elected  by  a  large  majority. 
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1901 

McKinley  Assassinated.  Roosevelt 
President. 

February. — The  United  States  an- 
nounces its  intention  to  withdraw 
from  .  Cuba  as  soon  as  the  people 
establish  a  stable,  independent  gov- 
ernment. President  authorized  to 
provide  a  form  of  government  for  the 
Philippines. 

March. — McKinley  and  Roosevelt 
sworn  into  office. 

September. — President  shot  by  an 
anarchist  while  attending  the  ex- 
position at  Buffalo.  Vice-President 
Roosevelt  becomes  President. 

November — Second  Hay-Paunce- 
fote  treaty  with  Great  Britain  signed 
and  ratified. 

December.  —  Canal  Commission 
favors  the  Nicaragua  route,  but  in 
view  of  the  French  company's  offers 
subsequently  recommends  Panama. 

1902 
Free  Cuba.    The  Coal  Arbitration. 

February. — Agreement  with  Den- 
mark for  purchase  of  the  Danish 
West   Indian    Islands. 

April. — Chinese  exclusion  law  ex- 
tended. 

May. — Cuba    becomes    a    republic. 

June. — Congress    agrees    to    pur- 
chase  works   and   rights   at   Panama 
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and  construct  an  interoceanic  ship 
canal. 

July.  —  Civil  government  pro- 
claimed   in    the    Philippines. 

October.  —  President  Roosevelt 
arbitrates  the  great  anthracite  coal 
strike. 

1903 

The   Panama   Canal. 

January. — Representatives  of  the 
United  States  and  Colombia  sign  a 
treaty  providing  that  the  former 
pay  the  latter  $10,000,000  in  cash  for 
the  Panama  Canal  concession. 

February. — Department  of  Com- 
merce and  Labor  established  under 
a  new  cabinet  officer  at  Washington. 

July. — Completion  of  the  Pacific 
cable.  President  Roosevelt  sends  the 
first  message  over  the  line  to  Gov- 
ernor Taft  in  the  Philippines. 

November. — Colombia  having 
failed  to  ratify  the  canal  treaty,  her 
northern  provinces  secede  and  the 
new  government  of  Panama  is 
formed  on  the  Isthmus.  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  and 
Panama  sign  a  new  treaty. 

1904 

Roosevelt   and   Fairbanks   Elected. 
February. — William    H.    Taft    be- 
comes Secretary  of  War. 
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February. — Russia  declares  war 
upon  Japan. 

April. — Exposition  to  commemor- 
ate the  centennial  of  the  Louisiana 
Purchase   opened  in   St.   Louis. 

June.  '■ —  Roosevelt  and  Fairbanks 
nominated  for  President  and  Vice- 
President  by  National  Republican 
Convention  at  Chicago. 

July. — Alton  B.  Parker  and  Henry 
G.  Davis  nominated  for  President 
and  Vice-President  by  Democratic 
Convention  at  St.  Louis. 

November.  —  Roosevelt  and  Fair- 
banks elected,  carrying  all  but  13 
Southern  States.  336  electoral  votes 
for  Roosevelt  and  140  for  Parker. 
Popular  vote,  Roosevelt  7,624,489, 
Parker  5,082,754. 

1905 

Roosevelt  as  Peacemaker. 

March. — Roosevelt  and  Fairbanks 
inaugurated  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States. 

May. — Lewis  and  Clark  Centen- 
nial Exposition  opened  at  Portland, 
Oregon. 

June. — Dissolution  of  union  be- 
tween Norway  and  Sweden.  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt  successfully  appeals 
for  a  meeting  of  envoys  of  Japan  and 
Russia,  with  a  view  to  peace. 
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July. — Death  of  John  Hay,  Secre- 
tary of  State. 

September. — Russo-Japanese  Treaty 
of  Peace  signed  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

1906 

Second    Pan-American    Congress. 

April. — Fire  and  earthquake  de- 
stroys a  large  portion  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

July. — Second  Pan-American  Con- 
ference meets  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  and 
is  opened  by  Secretary  of  State 
Elihu  Root.. 

November.  —  President  Roosevelt 
visits  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  to  in- 
spect the  progress  of  work  upon  the 
canal. 

1907 

April. — Exposition  opens  at  James- 
town, Va.,  to  celebrate  the  300th  anni- 
versary of  the  establishment  of  the 
first  permanent  English  settlement  in 
America. 

June. — Opening  of  second  Peace 
Conference  at  The  Hague. 

September. — Oklahoma  becomes  a 
State  of  the  Union. 

1908 

Taft  and  Sherman  Nominated. 

April. — Congress  votes  to  increase 
the  size  of  the  Navv,  adding  two 
battleships    to    the    fleet.      American 
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fleet  reaches  California  on  its  way 
around  the  world. 

May. — Conference  of  Governors  of 
States  meets  upon  call  of  President 
Roosevelt  to  con:  ider  the  subject  of 
preserving  the  National  resources  of 
the  country  and  other  important 
questions.  Congress  passes  bill  to 
give  emergency  currency  relief  and 
authorizes  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mission to  recommend  general  reform 
of  the  currency  system. 

June.— William  H.  Taft,  of  Ohio, 
and  James  S.  Sherman,  of  New 
York,  nominated  for  President  and 
Vice-President  by  the  Republican 
Convention,  at  Chicago.  Ex-Presi- 
dent Cleveland  dies  at  Princeton, 
N.  J. 

A  Half  Cefltoy  of  Growth. 

In  the  lifty-four  years  which  have 
elapsed  since  the  Republican  party 
was  organized,  the  nation  has  enjoyed 
remarkable  progress  and  growth. 
The  national  area  has  been  increased 
by  the  annexation  of  Alaska  and 
many  islands  in  the  seas,  including 
Hawaii,  the  Philippines  and  Porto 
Rico.  The  greatest  achievement  of 
the  period  undoubtedly  was  the 
emancipation  of  nearly  four  million 
bondmen,  the  constitutional  prohibi- 
tion of  human   slavery  on  American 
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soil  forever,  the  settlement  of  the 
open  dispute  as  to  the  fundamental 
nature  of  this  union  in  a  final  deci- 
sion against  the  doctrine  of  secession 
and  the  establishment  of  a  stronger 
and  better  United   States. 

In  fifty  years  the  number  of  States 
has  been  increased  from  31  to  46. 
The  population  of  the  country,  which 
was  only  23,000,000  in  1850,  had  grown 
to  76.000,000  in  1900.  While  but 
3,000,000  votes  were  cast  for  Presi- 
dent in  1852,  nearly  14,000,000  voters 
presented  themselves  at  the  polls  in 
1904.  The  material  progress  of  the 
country  in  the  period  under  review  is 
unexampled  in  the  history  of  the 
nation,  as  may  be  read  at  a  glance  in 
the   following  table : 

1810  1900 

No.  farms 1 ,449,073  5,737,37:2 

No.  acres  imp 113,032,614  414,498,487 

Value  livestock.  ..    $544,180,510  $3,075,477,703 

Wheat  crop,  bu .  .  .      100,485,943  658,534,252 

Corn  crop,  bu 592,071.104  2,666,324,370 

Value  farm  p'ty. .  .$3,967,343,580  $20,439,901,164 
Capital       invested 

in  manufaefg. .     $533,245,351  $9,831,486,500 

Hands  employed..             957,059  5,314,539 

Wages  paid $236,755,46 1  $2,327,295,545 

Value  m'f'd  pro  .  .$1,019,106,616  $13,010,036,514 
Savings  banks  de- 
posits        $43,000,000  $2,449,547,885 

Wealth,    real    and 

personal $7,135,780,000  $94,300,000,000 

Coal  mined,  tons..          3,358,899  240,000,000 

Petroleum,  gals 2,661,233,568 

Pigiron  made,  tons            563,755  13,789,242 
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The  railroads  of  the  United  States, 
which  had  a  mileage  of  only  16.723 
miles  in  1854,  have  increased  their 
length  to  more  than  230,000  miles, 
upon  which  there  are  employed  40,000 
locomotives  and  a  million  and  a  half 
cars.  The  total  capitalization  of  these 
railroads  represented  in  stock  and 
other  certificates  is  more  than  twelve 
billion  dollars.  The  exports  of  the 
country  have  increased  in  value  from 
$151,893/720  in  1850  to  $1,988,989,337 
in  1907;  imports  in  the  same  time 
from  $178,136,818  to  $1,591,878,298. 
The  government,  which  found  $47,- 
000,000  ample  for  its  needs  fifty  years 
ago,  now  collects  in  taxes  about 
$700,000,000  annually.  The  public 
debt,  which  was  less  than  $65,000003 
in  1850,  was  increased  to  $2,675,000,- 
000  by  the  Civil  War,  the  price  of  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  and  the  preser- 
vation of  the  Union  of  States,  but 
has  now  been  reduced  in  spite  of  re- 
markable liberality  in  pensioning  the 
soldiers  who  served  the  government 
in  its  time  of  trial  and  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  constructive  policy  by 
which  the  nation  has  been  welded  and 
the  republic  expanded  to  take  its  place 
as  one  of  the  great  powers  of  the 
world. 
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Nominations  by  Republican  National 

Conventions. 

The  following  have  been  the  nomi- 
nations of  the  Republican  party  for 
President  and  Vice-President  since 
its  organization  : 

1856,  at    Philadelphia — John    C.    Fre- 
mont, of  California,  and  Wil- 
liam    L.     Dayton,     of     New 
Jersey. 
i860,  at    Chicago — Abraham    Lincoln, 
of     Illinois,      and     Hannibal 
Hamlin,   of   Maine. 
1864,  at     Baltimore — Abraham     Lin- 
coln,    of     Illinois,     and     An- 
dew  Johnson,  of  Tennessee. 
1868,  at    Chicago— Ulysses    S.    Grant, 
of  Illinois,  and  Schuyler  Col- 
fax, of  Indiana. 
1872,  at       Philadelphia — Ulysses       S. 
Grant,  of  Illinois,  and  Henry 
Wilson,  of  Massachusetts. 
1876,  at     Cincinnati — Rutherford     B. 
Hayes,  of  Ohio,  and  William 
A.  Wheeler,  of  New  York. 
1880,  at  Chicago — James  A.  Garfield, 
of     Ohio,     and     Chester     A. 
Arthur,  of  New  York. 
1884,  at  Chicago — James     G.     Blaine, 
of   Maine,   and  John   A.   Lo- 
gan, of  Illinois. 
1888,  at     Chicago — Benjamin     Harri- 
1  on,  of  Indiana,  and  Levi  P. 
Morton,  of  New  York. 
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1892,  at  Minneapoli — Benjamin  Har- 
rison, of  Indiana,  and  White- 
law  Reid,  of  New  York. 

1896,  at  St.  Louis— William  McKin- 
ley,  of  Ohio,  and  Garret  A. 
Hobart,  of  New  Jersey. 

1900,  at  Philadelphia — William  Mc- 
Kinley,  of  Ohio,  and  Theo- 
dore Roosevelt,  of  New 
York. 

1904,  at  Chicago — Theodore  Roose- 
velt, of  New  York,  and 
Charles  W.  Fairbanks,  of 
Indiana. 

1908,  at  Chicago — William  H.  Taft, 
of  Ohio,  and  James  S.  Sher- 
man, of  New  York. 


48 


7/,  '2LO0  9.  OM.    D967Z, 


